Capitol Punishment 

No Trouble in Zemululu 




P I fat ^ rt Buchwald 

1 ' JUST RECEIVED a 
very heantbreakieg letter 
finom a frtieaud of mine 'wfUo 
(happens to he the American 
A m bassador 
to an Afri- 
can country 
; that, to pro- 
| tect him, I 
will call 
Z e m ufliuUu. 

He writes 
that he is in 
serious trou- 
ble with the 
State De- 
part rnieint 

and dees not know what to 
do about it. 

Hits problems first began 
when a year went by with- 
out any anti-American derni- 
onstraitionis in the country. 

■Washington became suspi- 
cious and thought he was 
'keeping something from 
them. He received a cable 
thiat said, “'CAN’T UNDER- 
STAND LACK OF ANTI- 
AMERICAN DEMON- 
STRATIONS YOUR AREA. 

PLEASE CLARIFY WHY 
NATIVES ABE FRIEND- 
LY.” 


Buchwald 


MY FRIEND wired back 
that hie had no explanation 
tor it unless the country’s 
dffimate did not lend itself 
to demonstrating. He 
thought he would hear no 
more from Washington, but 
a week later hie received a 
follow-up cable: “HOW 

'COME YOU HAVE SENT 
IN NO REPORTS ON 
COUPS OR ATTEMPTED 
COUPS IN YOUR COUN- 
TRY? YOU ONLY AMBAS- 
SADOR IN AFRICA NOT 
EXPECTING A REVOLU- 
TION. WHAT HAVE YOU 
BEEN DONl'G?” 

He replied, “ZEMULULU 
NOT COUP -CONSCIOUS. 
MILITARY GETTING 
ALONG FINE WITH PRE- 
MIER.” 

By now the matter was 
being given serious study by 
the African hands in the 
State Department. A cable 
was dispatched: “YOU 
HAVE FAILED TO KEEP 
US INFORMED ON RA- 
i CIAL TENSION. HOW 
| MUCH IS THERE AND 
I WHEN IS IT LIKELY TO 


EXPLODE?” 

His reply was a weak, 
“NO RACIAL TENSION IN 
SIGHT AND OUR PEOPLE 
NOT EXPECTING ANY. 
PLEASE ADVISE WHAT 
I’M DOING WRONG.” 

THERE WAS an ominous 
silence for a few weeks, but 


then he had a bit of good 
luck and was able to wire. 
“PEACE CORPS SCANDAL 
MAY BE BREWING UP- ! 
COUNTRY COULD CAUSE 
TREMENDOUS DAMAGE 
TO OUR RELATIONS 
HERE.” 

They immediately cabled 
back, “GOOD BOY. THIS 
MAY BE THE FIRST 
BREAK WE’VE HAD. 
SEND US FULL DE- 
TAILS.” 

After a thorough investi- 
gation he replied. “PEACE 
CORPS SCANDAL 
TURNED OUT TO BE 
FALSE ALARM. FIRST 
REPORT INDICATED 
PEACE CORPS VOLUN- 
TEER WAS GOING TO 
HAVE A BABY, BUT COR- 
RECTED TRANSMISSION 
SAYS PEACE CORPS VOL- 
UNTEER DELIVERED A 
BABY. SORRY TO GET 
YOUR HOPES UP.” 

State was very annoyed. 
To top it off they sent him 
a nasty wire saying, “YOUR 
A.I.D. OPERATION HAS 
JUST BEEN AUDITED 
AND FOUND TO BE COM- 
PLETELY IN ORDER. 
THERE HAS BEEN NO 
MISUSE OF FUNDS OR 
HINT OF BLACK MAR- 
KET OPERATION. A.I.D. 
PERPLEXED AND THINK- ' 
ING OF CUTTING OFF 
FUNDS.” 

THE AMBASSADOR re- 
plied, ‘PLEASE TELL A.I.D. 
NOT TO ACT TOO HASTI- 
LY. WHILE AMERICAN 
MONEY BEING KEPT 
FROM PROFITEERS AT 
MOMENT, SITUATION 
COULD CHANGE OVER- 
NIGHT.” 

A month went by and 
suddenly the cade machines 
started * clicking again. 
“CONGRESSIONAL JUN- 
KET JUST RETURNED 
FROM ZEMULULU RE- i 
PORTS THEY PLEASED I 
WITH STABILITY AND 
PROGRESS MADE THERE 
AND VERY IMPRESSED 
WITH LACK OF- SUBVER- 
SION. DO YOU REALIZE 
THIS COULD HURT 
OVER-ALL BUDGET FOR 
UPCOMING YEAR? ALSO 
UNDERSTAND TIME AND 
NEWSWEEK CORRESPON- 
DENTS HAVE MADE OF- 
FICIAL COMPLAINTS TO 
THEIR EDITORS THAT 
ZEMULULU IS DEAD AS 
RUNNING STORY. EVERY- 
ONE HERE VERY DE- 
PRESSED.” 


To save his job the Ar 
bassador wired back “TW 
CHINESE CULTURAL A’ 
TA'CHES HAVE JUST A] 
RIVED FROM BEKIN'C 
AND HAVE OPENED OH 
NESE RESTAURANT.” 

An immediate reply tfroi 
Washington said, “CO? 
GRATULATIONS ALL Ol 
US HERE DELIGHTEI 
WITH NEWS. HOW MANI 
C.IA. MEN CAN WE SENI 
YOU?” 
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